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1 This should not be confused with FGM Type I, also commonly referred to as ‘Sunna’ (Sunna circumcision).  
2 Johansen REB (2022) Discourses of change: The shift from infibulation to sunna circumcision among Somali 
and Sudanese migrants in Norway. PLOS ONE 17(6): e0268322. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0268322 
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3 Refworld. Somalia: Report on Female Genital Mutilation, 1 June, 2001. Retrieved 25 December, 2021. 
4 WHO. (2021, February 4). In Somalia, health workers, girls and women are experts in preventing female genital 

mutilation. Retrieved September 05, 2021 
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5 Narrated by Al Dar Qutny on the authority of Abu Said Al Khidri of whom Al Hakem said: authentic on the 

condition of Muslim; Sunnan Ibn Majeh, 2/784 No. 2340; Mawta Malik: 2/745; Al Sunnan Al Kobra by Bahiqi: 
6/69; Al Mostadrak by Al Hakim, 2/58; Sunnan Al Dar Qutny, 4/227; Majma’Al Zawa’id, 4/110 
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6 WHO. (2008). Eliminating Female Genital Mutilation. Geneva: WHO Press, World Health. Retrieved October 20, 

2021 
7 Arab States Regional Office (ASRO). Impact of COVID-19 on FGM trends and Programming in the Arab Region. 

P.11, 2019 
8 WHO. (2021, February 4). In Somalia, health workers, girls and women are experts in preventing female genital 

mutilation. Retrieved September 05, 2021 
9 Gharib EL. (2019, January 24). The Challenge of Female Genital Mutilation. Scientific Journal of Research & 

Reviews - SJRR, Volume 1(Issue 3). doi:10.33552/SJRR.2019.01.000512 
10 WHO. (2021, February 04). https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/in-somalia-health-

workers-girls-and women-are-experts-in-preventing-female-genital-mutilation. Retrieved from 
https://www.who.int/: who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/in-somalia-health-workers-girls-and-
women-are-experts-in-preventing-female-genital-mutilation 

11 WHO, Female Genital Mutilation, Fact Sheet. https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/female-genital-
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12 WHO. (2008). Eliminating Female Genital Mutilation. Geneva: WHO Press, World Health. Retrieved October 
20, 2021, from 
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw52/statements_missions/Interagency_Statement_on_Elimin
ating_FGM.pdf 
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13 Economic Development & Institutions . (2020, Febuary). Female Genital Cutting and the Slave Trade. 

Retrieved October 08, 2021, from https://edi.opml.co.uk/: https://edi.opml.co.uk/wpcms/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/Female-Genital-Cutting-.pdf  

14 Plan International. Covid-19 Leading to Rise in Group FGM gatherings in Somalia. Retrieved October 9, 2021, 
from: https://plan-international.org/news/2021-02-06-covid-19-leading-rise-group-fgm-gatherings-somalia 



The Provisions of Islam on the Eradication of FGM in Somalia

9

 8 

1. 

 

 

2. 

3. 

                                                            
13 Economic Development & Institutions . (2020, Febuary). Female Genital Cutting and the Slave Trade. 

Retrieved October 08, 2021, from https://edi.opml.co.uk/: https://edi.opml.co.uk/wpcms/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/Female-Genital-Cutting-.pdf  

14 Plan International. Covid-19 Leading to Rise in Group FGM gatherings in Somalia. Retrieved October 9, 2021, 
from: https://plan-international.org/news/2021-02-06-covid-19-leading-rise-group-fgm-gatherings-somalia 

 9 

4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

                                                            
15 This alternative circumcision method received public acceptance as planned. US. Department of State. 

Somalia: Report on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) or Female Genital Cutting (FGC). 11/04/2003. Retrieved 
November 17 December, 2021, from: 
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2013/06/10/somalia_2.pdf 

16 The military government introduced an alternative method in healthcare facilities to replace the more 
harmful Pharaonic procedure, which gained public acceptance. Followed by multi-sectoral campaigns 
highlighting FGM’s dangers to women's health, absence of any Quranic justification, and the myth of its 
association with chastity. In 1989, an international conference was held in Mogadishu to address strategies for 
change in female circumcision. However, despite its policy to eradicate FGM, the government did not translate 
it in to a law. The only existing legal framework addressing FGM-related issues were the provisions within the 
penal code that addressed the categories of "hurt," "grievous hurt," and "very grievous hurt”; there provisions 
were used to address FGM cases and their associated legal consequences. 

17 Plan International. Covid-19 Leading to Rise in Group FGM gatherings in Somalia. Retrieved October 9, 2021, 
from: https://plan-international.org/news/2021-02-06-covid-19-leading-rise-group-fgm-gatherings-somalia 

18 Refworld. Somalia: Report on Female Genital Mutilation, 1 June, 2001. Retrieved 25 December, 2021, from: 
https://www.refworld.org/docid/46d5787c32.html 
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19 The Federal Republic of Somalia. Provisional Constitution. Adopted August 1, 2012 Mogadishu, Somalia. 
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20 The parliament of the Puntland administration unanimously approved legislation that makes the practise of 

FGM illegal, in November 1999.  
21 US. Department of State. Somalia: Report on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) or Female Genital Cutting 
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https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2013/06/10/somalia_2.pdf 

22 Valcárcel, M. (2017). Usefulness of Analytical Research: Rethinking Analytical R&D&T Strategies. ACS 
Publications, 89 (21), 11167-11172. 
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(from  https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/fgm/9789241596442/en/) 
24Elmusharaf, S. (2006, July 13). Reliability of self reported form of female genital mutilation and WHO 

classification: cross sectional study. The BJM, 333(124). Retrieved November 25, 2021, from 
https://www.bmj.com/content/333/7559/124 

25UNICEF. (2019, June). Female Circumcision (FGM/C) between the Incorrect Use of Science and the 
Misunderstood Doctrine. Cairo: UNICEF. Retrieved October 19, 2021, from https://www.unicef.org/: 
https://www.unicef.org/egypt/media/3576/file/FGM%20Summary.pdf  
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ي ولا تنهكي فإنَّهُ أسري للوجهِ وأحظى عند الزوج  أخرجه أبوداود۔ يا أمَّ عطيةَ أشمِِّ

                                                            
49 A collection of traditions containing sayings of the prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
50 A weak Hadith is a Hadith that fails to meet all of the conditions for a Hadith; and cannot be the basis of legal 

rulings., 
51 FGM In the Context of Islam by  Dr. Mohamed Selim Al-Awa General Secretary of the International Federation 

of Islamic Scholars, retrieved December 1, 2022 from https://egypt.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-
pdf/d9174a63-2960-459b-9f78-b33ad795445e.pdf  

52 Sunan Abi Dawud is a collection of Hadith compiled by Abu Dawood. It is widely considered to be among the 
six canonical collections of hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be upon him). 

53 Refer to ‘Sunnan Abu Dawood with an explanation (Awn Al Ma’boud). 14/125-126. 
54 The chain of narrators reveals the process and manner of Hadith transmission from the Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH). 

Section III

ANALYSIS ON THE HADITHS 
RELATED TO FGM
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أخرجه البخاري -الفطرة خمس: الختان، واالستحداد، ونتف اإلبط ، وقص الشارب، وتقليم األظفار" 
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64 Surah Fatir, 12 
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نساءالختان سنة للرجال مكرمة لل

ميانساء األنصار اختضبن غمسا واخفضْ ن وال تنهكن، فإنه أحظى عند أزواجكن وإياكن وكفران المنع

ḥ ā ī

                                                            
65 Ibid, 12 
66 Imam Shawkani said in Nil Al-Awtar, volume 1, P. 139, "… This Hadith was reported by Ahmed, and 
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